
PVIRGIN MARY COMMUNITY 
Mailing address: PO Box 1679   Temecula,   CA  92593 
 Church Address: 42030 Avenida Alvarado Temecula CA 92590 
Sunday Prayers:            Orthros 10.15 a.m.             Liturgy 11:00 a.m. 
E-mail: virginmarymgcc@gmail.com    
Facebook: Virgin Mary Greek Melkite Church 
Web Site: http://virginmarymgcc.com 
Fr. Paul Al Khouri Fallouh, Administrator 909-289-2098 
Protodeacon Habib Khasho, Associate. 
VIRGIN MARY COMMUNITY:    is a Melkite-Greek Catholic Community of 
the Eparchy of Newton headed by His Grace, Bishop Nicholas. 
Liturgical services are in Arabic and English. The Eparchy (Diocese) is 
a part of the Patriarchate of Antioch, headed by His Beatitude, Joseph. 
“...and in Antioch the disciples were for first time called Christians” Acts 
11:26). The Melkite-Greek Catholic Church maintains communion with 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

LITURGY COMMEMORATIONS: if you would like to commemorate 
someone at the Divine Liturgy please call the Community Office no later 
the Thursday at 12 noon. It is not possible to commemorate anyone 
once the Preparation Service on Sunday has been completed as the 
commemorative particles have already been cut and placed on the 
Patina. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

you know someone in need of prayers please notify Fr. Paul so that they 
can added to our prayer list. 

ا، لكي يتّم إضافتهم إىل نشرة األحد،  ظهرً   اخلميستقدمي أمساء االشخاص املُراد ذكرهم يف القداس قبل يوم    يُرجى
 .ذكرهم أثناء هتيئة القرابني (الذبيحة) أو قبل القداس مباشرة ليتمّ 

READ AHEAD: Epistle Reading for next Sunday, is from St. Paul to    إلى   أفسس
Ephesians 4: 1-7 p, Chapter 4 Verses 1  thru 7. the Gospel Reading is from the 

Evangelis  .Luke 12: 16-21 Chapter 12, Verses  16 thru 21   لوقا

REGARDING INFIRM AND HOME BOUND VISITATION: Please remember that 
if a member of our Community is in the hospital or confined to home because of 
illness or advancing age, Father very much wants to and should bring the 
confined person the Holy Mysteries on a regular basis. It is also recommended 
that one receive the Anoint of the Sick before and major surgery or as needed 
due to serious illness. Please do not hesitate to let Father Paul know that a 
parishioner is ill or home bound and would like a visit. 

إبالغ األب بولس للمسامهة يف إجناز اخلدمة    إىلاملؤمنون    رعيساالرجاء، يف حالة املرض والوفاة غري ذلك... أن  
 يف الكنيسة.  واالجتماعيةالروحّية واإلنسانّية 

Mail & E-MAILS RETURNED: Many Mail & e-mails are being returned to us. If 
you didn't receive any e-mails, please send to us the correct address 

 . بكماخلاّصة   البيا�تلتصحيح   و العنوان ....أ ميليرجى إعالمنا يف حالة تغيري اإل

Christ is in our midst! He is and always will be! 

Virgin Mary Eastern Catholic Community 

للكاثوليك الشرقينيمرمي إرسالّية العذراء   
 

Serving Temecula Sunday, Nov. 15, 2020 
7th Sunday After the Holy Cross Feast 

 
 Holy Martyrs and Confessors 
Gurias, Samonas, and Abibus, of 
Edessa  

The Holy Martyrs and Confessors Gurias, 
Samonas and Habibus: during the persecution 
against Christians under the emperors 
Diocletian (284-305) and Maximian (305-311). 
The two friends Gurias and Samonas, 
preachers of the Word of God, were arrested 

in the city of Edessa. 
The saints refused to offer sacrifice to the gods, and boldly confessed 
their faith in Christ. For this they were subjected to cruel tortures: they 
were beaten, hung up by their hands, heavy weights were tied to their 
feet, and they were cast into a stifling prison. 
The martyrs endured everything with firmness and Samonas uttered a 
prayer to the Lord, which one of the witnesses to their death wrote down: 
“O Lord my God, against Whose will not a single sparrow falls into the 
snare. It was You Who made room for David in his sorrow (Ps. 4:1), Who 
proved the Prophet David stronger than lions (Dan. ch. 6), and granted a 
child of Abraham to be victor over torture and flames (Dan. ch. 3, ch. 14). 
You know also, Lord, the infirmity of our nature, You see the struggle set 
before us. Our foe strives to snatch us, the work of Your right hand, 
away from You and to deprive us of the glory which is in You. With Your 
compassionate eye watching over us, preserve in us the 
inextinguishable light of Your Commandments. Guide our steps by Your 
light, and make us worthy of Your Kingdom, for You are blessed unto 
ages of ages.” By night, they took the martyrs out beyond the city and 
beheaded them (+ 299-306). Christians buried their holy bodies with 
reverence. After some years, the last pagan emperor, Licinius (311-324), 



began a persecution against Christians. Habibus, a deacon of the 
Church of Edessa whom the emperor ordered to be arrested for his 
zealous spreading of the true Faith, presented himself before the 
executioners when he learned they were searching for him. The saint 
confessed his faith in Christ and was sentenced to be burned alive. The 
martyr went willingly into the fire and with a prayer surrendered his soul 
to the Lord. When the fire went out, the mother and relatives of the saint 
found his body unharmed. They buried the martyr next to Saints Gurias 
and Samonas. 
After the death of the saints, numerous miracles were wrought by them 
for those who entreated their help with faith and love. Once, a certain 
Gothic soldier, sent to serve at Edessa, took the pious virgin Euphemia 
as his wife. Before this the barbarian vowed to her mother Sophia at the 
graves of the Martyrs Gurias, Samonas and Habibus that he would do 
his spouse no harm, and would never insult her, but would always love 
and cherish her. 

At the completion of his service in Edessa, he took Euphemia with him 
back to his native land. It turned out that he had deceived her, for he 
already had a wife at home, and Euphemia became her slave. Her evil 
husband threatened to kill her if she revealed to anyone that they were 
married. Euphemia suffered much abuse and humiliation. When she 
gave birth to a son, the jealous Gothic woman poisoned him. Euphemia 
turned with prayer to the holy Martyrs Gurias, Samonas and Habibus, 
the witnesses to the perjurer’s oath, and the Lord delivered Euphemia 
from her suffering and miraculously returned her to Edessa, where she 
was welcomed by her mother. 
After a certain while the Goth was again sent to serve in Edessa. The 
whole city learned of his misdeeds after he was denounced by Sophia. 
The Goth was executed by order of the prefect of the city. 
In an Akathist, the Holy Church addresses the martyrs: “Rejoice, Gurias, 
Samonas and Habibus, Heavenly Patrons of honorable marriage.” We 
pray to them for deliverance from family turmoil, and from marital 
difficulties, especially where one spouse hates the other without cause. 

 تذكار القديسني الشهداء املعرتفني غورّ� وسامو� وحبيب 

ديوكليسيانوس، وكا� كاهنني أستشهد القديسان غور� وسامو� يف عهد اإلمرباطور  
مشاساً  وكان  ليكينيوس،  اإلمرباطور  عهد  يف  حبيب  القديس  واستشهد  الرها.  مدينة  يف 

 إجنيلّياً. 

 . والدَةِ اإللھ. أیھا الربُّ إلُھنا ارَحْمنا وخلِّصنا. آمین "شفاعةِ صلوات "ب

VIRGIN MARY Mission, The Divine Liturgy of St. John 
Chrysostom is celebrated for the departed servant of God: 
Sahar Shankhour, also for the health and salvation of, Dea. 
Habib & Nahida Kasho, Nely Jarrous, Frank Martha, Laila 
Perko, Nikol Fahkouri ; Also for peace in Iraq, Syria, and 
Ukraine; for the release of the captive Archbishops Boulos and 
Yohanna, and for an increase in the number of workers in the 
Lord’s Vineyard. 
 
REMINDER: Attending the Divine Liturgy is never optional. Our O 

LORD GOD, BLESS THE SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP & 
STEWARDSHIP OF YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS 

 
 Sunday of Nov. 8, 2020   Attendance 14 

Separate Donation  100  
 

Sunday Collection 60 
 

 Total Tithes and sacrificial Offerings and others "Deposit" $ 160 
 

Thank you for your ongoing generous donations 
Tithe: Represents 10% of our gross income returned to God. 
Sacrificial giving represents a gift that is a true sacrifice for us to 
give.  
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